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• Louisiana was one of the first states to 
be approved for a pilot innovative 
assessment program under ESSA

• John White, Louisiana’s State 
Superintendent of Schools, is a strong 
advocate for innovation in assessment

• A group of national experts were 
convened to conceptualize and 
implement a new approach to assess 
students
– Louisiana Department of Education
– Center for Assessment
– Johns Hopkins University
– MZ Development
– Odell Education
– Strategic Measurement and 

Evaluation
– NWEA

Background



Three critical components of assessment:

Focus

Equity Time
Instructional 

Relevance



• Develop a pilot of a through-year 
model of assessment for Language 
Arts and Social Studies

• Assessments are given 3 – 4 times a 
year when students complete a 
specific unit of instruction

• Closely aligned to curriculum units 
found in Louisiana Guidebooks

• Use of “Hot” and “Warm” reads as 
opposed to traditional “Cold” reads

• Administered online utilizing item 
types including technology-enhanced, 
short response, and extended 
response items

Approach



• Target seventh graders in a 
limited number of districts

• Explore the option of 
measuring language arts and 
social studies together

• Aggregate interim assessment 
results to potentially develop 
an accountability score

Approach



Composed of three sessions:

• Session 1 consists of a “hot” read

– Text that were taught as part of 
the curriculum

• Session 2 consists of a ”warm” read

– Text not previously exposed but 
related to the “hot” read

• Session 3 consists of a task to elicit 
deeper knowledge on how the two 
texts related

– Compare and contrast

– Synthesis of information

Test Design



Hot Read

Example: What is the Fourth of July to a Slave?
by Frederick Douglas

Example: Geo-Political Importance of Iran

Warm Read

Example: President Obama’s 2007 speech on 
the American Dream

Example: Boston Globe article on 35 year 
anniversary of Iranian hostage crisis

Example of Hot/Warm Reads



• Can the implementation of ”hot” and “warm” 
reads provide a more equitable assessment?

• Can the through-year approach provide a 
comparable accountability assessment?

• Will these assessments provide educators better 
insight to students’ learning?

• Can a ”Humanities” score be developed based 
on integrating language arts and social studies?

Evaluation



Questions & Answers




