
Thursday, July 18

Friday, July 19

ADVOCACY SESSIONS AT THE  
2019 NATIONAL PRINCIPALS CONFERENCE

In April, NASSP launched the Principal Recovery Network, a new national network of current and former principals and assistant principals who led their 
schools and communities through recovery after a school shooting. Join this special session—hosted by the NASSP Policy & Advocacy Center—featuring 
members of the network discussing their mission to support school leaders who endure these tragedies, better protect and prepare schools, and advocate for 
policies that will prevent future violence.

Moderator:  
 Greg Waples, senior manager of state engagement and outreach, NASSP

Speakers: 
 Andy Fetchik, former principal, Chardon High School, OH

 Denise Fredericks, principal, Townville Elementary School, SC

 George Roberts, former principal, Perry Hall High School, MD

This session will be hosted by the NASSP Policy & Advocacy Center in collaboration with the Learning Policy Institute (LPI). LPI President and CEO Linda 
Darling-Hammond will discuss what the research says about what attracts and keeps principals in the profession and what policymakers and practitioners can 
do to create stronger pipelines and better retention. The session will also feature NASSP-recognized principals and an interactive conversation among all the 
attendees. Current federal policy initiatives will be discussed, along with state and local strategies.

Speakers: 
 Linda Darling-Hammond, president and CEO, LPI

 Hannah Nieskens, principal, Whitehall Middle and High School, Whitehall, MT

 Hector Espinoza, principal, Eastlake High School, Chula Vista, CA

Hosted by the Human Rights Campaign Foundation and the NASSP Policy & Advocacy Center, this workshop will begin by building a foundational level 
of cultural competency on LGBTQ identities, followed by a panel discussion with school leaders who will share how they have successfully created a 
safe and welcoming school climate for LGBTQ students and staff. Panelists will also discuss best practices on addressing potential pushback from 
parents and highlight the need to center the voices of LGBTQ students on the journey to be more supportive and inclusive. Attendees will also have an 
opportunity to share successes and challenges as a means to create a collaborative learning opportunity.

Moderator:  
 Dr. Vincent “Vinnie” Pompei, director, Youth Well-Being Project, Human Rights Campaign Foundation

Speakers: 
 Dixie Garrison, principal, West Jordan Middle School, West Jordan, UT
 Julie Kasper, assistant principal, Century High School, Hillsboro, OR
  Dustin Miller, director of Ed.D. in education administration & clinical  

assistant professor, Ohio State University 
 Chuck Puga, principal, Smoky Hill High School, Aurora, CO

8:30–9:30 a.m.  
LEADING A SCHOOL AFTER TRAGEDY

8:30–10:00 a.m.  
RECRUITING AND RETAINING GREAT PRINCIPALS: WHAT DO WE KNOW AND WHAT CAN WE DO? 

1:00–2:00 p.m. 
CREATING SUPPORTIVE AND INCLUSIVE ENVIRONMENTS FOR LGBTQ STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS
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The fifth annual State of American Education will feature national, state, and local leaders who will discuss emerging issues in education reform at the 
national level. The conversation will feature topics such as diversity and equity, teacher quality, parent engagement, school choice, education funding, 
testing and accountability, and college and career readiness. This session will expose attendees to an engaging and thought-provoking discussion while 
also providing them with an opportunity to ask difficult questions on these controversial issues.

Moderator: 
 Bob Farrace, director of communications, NASSP

Speakers: 
 Erik Burmeister, superintendent, Menlo Park City School District, CA
 Joy Hofmeister, Oklahoma State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
 Roberto Rodriguez, president and CEO, Teach Plus
 Aimy Steele, former elementary and middle school principal and candidate for NC House District 82

Young people voted in large numbers in the 2018 midterm elections. In fact, there was a greater voter turnout among those age 18–31 than in any 
midterm election in the past 25 years. Motivated by civil rights, gun violence prevention, and educational opportunity, young people—including many 
high school and middle level students—have taken a leading role in mobilizing, organizing, and effecting change in their communities over the past two 
years. Join members of the NASSP Student Leadership Advisory Committee to learn more about the Global Citizenship Initiative and how they motivate 
students to have a voice in their schools, influence policy, and engage their peers. 

Moderators:  
 Amanda Karhuse, director of advocacy, NASSP 
 Ann Postlewaite, director of student programs, NASSP

Speakers: 
  Esther Abiona, student, The Early College High School at Delaware State University, Dover, DE 
 Julie Kasper, assistant principal, Century High School, Hillsboro, OR 
 Chuck Puga, principal, Smoky Hill High School, Aurora, CO

9:15–10:15 a.m.  
STATE OF AMERICAN EDUCATION

8:00–9:00 a.m.  
STUDENT VOICE IN POLITICS: CREATING POSITIVE CHANGE THROUGH YOUTH ENGAGEMENT

Saturday, July 20

ADVOCACY SESSIONS AT THE  
2019 NATIONAL PRINCIPALS CONFERENCE
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