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 ■ Improve recruitment of school leaders and teachers to enter these professions.

 ■ Incentivize educators to work in the nation’s highest-need school districts and introduce measures aimed at reducing 
principal and teacher turnover.

 ■ Improve accountability for teacher and principal preparation programs.

 ■ Require reporting on program features related to future success in the classroom such as admissions standards, 
clinical preparation requirements, placement, retention, and performance.

 ■ Expand the Teacher Quality Partnership Grants in Title II of HEA to include residency programs for principals.

 ■ Adopt high-quality standards for educational leadership, namely the Professional Standards for Educational 
Leadership.

 ■ Continue the Public Service Loan Forgiveness program for public school educators. 

 ■ Support profession-ready standards that require prior education experience to serve as a school leader.

NASSP urges members of Congress to reauthorize the Higher Education Act (HEA) in the 116th 
Congress. Since HEA’s last reauthorization in 2008, the challenges facing educators and our nation’s 
schools have grown, including increased loan debt, teacher and principal shortages, and the 
necessity to update professional standards. That is why NASSP implores Congress to include the 
following policies and ideals in any HEA reauthorization:

NASSP believes that school leaders and staff members, along with community members and leaders, have a mutual 
responsibility to promote student well-being and ensure that schools are safe. All students have a right to attend 
schools without fear of violence, and Congress must help support a holistic approach to violence intervention and 
prevention both within our schools and our communities.

NASSP supports several bills aimed at improving access to school-based mental health services. These bills include 
the Mental Health Services for Students Act (S.1122/H.R.1109) introduced by Sen. Tina Smith (D-MN) and Rep. Grace 
Napolitano (D-CA); the Safe Schools Improvement Act (H.R.2653), introduced by Rep. Linda Sanchez (D-CA); and 
the Trauma-Informed Schools Act (H.R. 4146) introduced by Rep. Katherine Clark (D-MA). These bills would assist 
students by:

 ■ Providing access to more comprehensive on-site mental health care services for students and their communities 
by revising, increasing funding for, and expanding the scope of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration’s Project AWARE Grants.

 ■ Requiring schools implement comprehensive anti-bullying policies that address the bullying and harassment of 
all students. 

 ■ Providing funding for the development and operation of evidence-based school threat assessment and crisis 
intervention teams, which may include evidence-based training for school officials in responding to mental 
health crises.

HIGHER EDUCATION

SCHOOL SAFETY AND CLIMATE

Lastly, NASSP strongly opposes any effort to arm teachers, principals, or other administrators in schools with the 
exception of specially trained school resource officers (SROs). Any proposal to arm any individual other than SROs in 
schools is dangerously shortsighted and leaves schools more vulnerable to accidents and violence. Instead, a larger 
focus should be spent on providing additional funding and support for mental health and crisis identification and 
intervention programs, as well as on enhancing school safety procedures.



Due to a lack of federal funds, some school buildings and facilities across the country are overdue for 
maintenance and necessary upgrades. Because of this, students may be attending school in suboptimal 
learning environments that could restrict education opportunities. That is why NASSP urges Congress to 
pass bills in the 116th Congress aimed at improving and updating our nation’s school infrastructure. 

NASSP supports Rep. Bobby Scott’s (D-VA) and Sen. Jack Reed’s (D-RI) Rebuild America’s Schools Act 
(S. 266/H.R.865). This bill would improve our nation’s school infrastructure by:

 ■ Creating a $70 billion grant program and a $30 billion tax credit bond program targeted at 
high-poverty schools with facilities that pose health and safety risks to students and staff.

 ■ Developing a comprehensive national database on the condition of public school facilities.

 ■ Expanding access to high-speed broadband to ensure that public schools have the reliable 
high-speed internet access that is necessary for digital learning.
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#PrincipalsAdvocate

NASSP Legislative Agenda

NASSP is uncompromising in its commitment to the intellectual growth, academic achievement, character 
and leadership development, and physical well-being of youth. The negative health implications of tobacco 
and nicotine use are irrefutable. Unfortunately, schools have seen a sharp increase in the number of 
students using electronic nicotine delivery systems—mainly, electronic cigarettes. 

Educators and lawmakers have a responsibility to promote policies that curb youth tobacco use and 
properly educate young individuals on the dangers posed by nicotine. Due to this responsibility, NASSP has 
supported several bills related to tobacco use, including:

 ■ SAFE Kids Act (S.655/H.R.1498): This bill, introduced by Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL) and Rep. Diana 
DeGette (D-CO), would place restrictions on the sale of flavored tobacco, a popular product with 
young individuals.

 ■ Smoke-Free Schools Act (S.1832): Introduced by Sen. Tom Udall (D-NM), this bill would ban 
electronic cigarette use in educational and childcare facilities.

 ■ Tobacco Free Youth Act (S.1541): Co-led by Sens. Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and Tim Kaine (D-VA), 
this bill would raise the nationwide minimum age to buy all tobacco products, including electronic 
cigarettes and vaping devices, from 18 to 21.

YOUTH TOBACCO USE

For additional information on NASSP’s legislative priorities, visit the Policy & Advocacy Center at 
www.nassp.org/advocacy or contact Zach Scott, NASSP’s senior manager of federal engagement and 
outreach, at scottz@nassp.org.


