
PBIS TIERINGS

TIER 1 - PRIMARY

Support strategies apply to all staff, students, and areas in your 
campus setting. These strategies are preventive and proactive. 
Schoolwide PBIS (SW-PBIS) first establishes strong prevention 
through the implementation of organization-wide systems that 
actively teach and recognize appropriate academic achievement, 
social skills and behavior, using consistent systems to discourage 
inappropriate behavior and educate all staff about how to 
implement and participate in the process. 

Secondary interventions rest on the first level of primary 
prevention, schoolwide and classroom systems. Without 
schoolwide prevention, we can't reliably identify students in 
need of targeted interventions. These tier 1 systems must be in 
place and used consistently and with fidelity by all staff. 

Tertiary supports are specialized and intensive for individuals who exhibit 
very high-risk behaviors. In many cases, individuals who require 
individualized supports have significant histories of academic and 
behavioral difficulties over an extended period of time, and equal only up to 
5% of the whole. Individualized support for these individuals can include: 

Tier 2 small group interventions are strategies and procedures put into place to 
support a group of students who display similar needs or deficits as identified through 
the data. These interventions may include:  

Staff members are taught how to collect and utilize data for effective decision making 
related to the overall culture and climate of their school/organization and the 
effectiveness of these universal systems and practices. Examples of primary/universal 
support strategies include: 

TIER 2 – SECONDARY

TIER 3 – TERTIARY

Universal Prevention – Level 1 Support Systems

At-Risk Students – Level 2 Support Systems

Very High-Risk Behaviors – Level 3 Support Systems 

Tier 1 support, through positive behavior support, works for over 80% of all students in a school 

Administrative leadership 

Teacher and staff 

Team-based implementation 

Defined and prominently posted 

behavior expectations 

Teaching of behavioral expectations 

(such as “Be Safe, Be Responsible, Be 

Respectful”) 

Check, connect, and expect — This intervention provides 

for systematic and frequent reinforcement and 

encouragement for positive behaviors by the staff so that 

the individual receives high rates of immediate feedback

Mentoring — This may be done by staff or peers

Coaching 

Daily progress reports 

Self-management training  

Functional Behavioral Assessments (FBAs)— 

the gathering of details about the events that 

predict and maintain behavior. This information 

is used to design Behavior Intervention Plans. 

Functional Analysis—the process whereby a 

behavior analyst systematically changes 

potential controlling factors to observe effects 

on a person’s behavior. 

Behavior Intervention Plans—a concrete plan 

of action for managing a student's behavior. 

Wraparound Programs or Services—a 

comprehensive and adaptable plan that 

addresses an individual’s domains at home, at 

school, and within the community, as well as 

the individual’s basic needs; safety; and social, 

emotional, educational, spiritual, and cultural 

needs.  

Alternatives to Suspension or Expulsion— 

such as intensive social and/or academic skills 

development. 

Social Skills Club  

Student check in-check out in a 

feedback loop with teachers and 

parents 

Ticket/token systems that serve 

as incentives for and recognize 

demonstration of pro-social 

behaviors 

Acknowledgment and positive reinforcement of 

appropriate behavior

Monitoring and correcting behavior errors ( data- 

based decision making; examples include 

observations, tally sheets, schoolwide information  

systems [SWIS]or PowerSchool SMS 8.0)

Family and community collaboration  

Successful implementation of SW-PBIS involves the overlapping of and relationships between 

systems, data, practices, and outcomes. These elements work together to support social competence 

and academic achievement, decision making, and student and staff behavior. 

Tier 2 is likely to involve small groups of students with similar learning needs who work daily with 

a teacher using a specific instructional practice or program. Tier 2 instructional materials and 

methods are typically similar to those used for the Tier 1 core instruction 

It’s important to consider how to customize our strategies in order to be culturally competent, person- 

centered, and age appropriate. Strategies for pre-kindergarteners in an elementary building wouldn’t 

look or sound like the applications used on a high-school campus. 

Individualized supports are typically planned, developed, and implemented outside the moment of a 

crisis and over a period of time by a team in order to better identify patterns of behavior and to collect 

data for demonstrating success as well as areas that need improvement. 


